


42 43

The NFC embarked on a policy review of the Marriage and Parenthood (M&P) package 2004. As part of 
the review, the NFC convened 3 Focus Group Discussions in May 08, reaching a total of 60 participants.  
The objective was to discuss the challenges in marriage and parenthood, and review if existing measures 
were adequate. 

Using feedback from these sessions, the council deliberated further on the issues and provided policy 
inputs to the Government and National Population Committee during the 2008 M&P Review.

Some of the feedback was incorporated into the Government’s revision of the M&P package. These 
changes were announced as part of the Prime Minister’s National Day Rally speech.

Policy inputs on marriage and
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It is heartening to know that trends indicate that Singapore families are close-knit and families remain as 
the key pillar of emotional support and fi nancial security. However, with globalisation and modernisation, 
many families are facing the daunting challenge of trying to balance their responsibilities between family 
and work in our fast paced society, where pressures seem to be coming from multiple fronts.

The Council will continue to develop meaningful and effective programmes as well as worthwhile initiatives 
to support families in their journey, and promote the building of resilient families in Singapore. We will 
intensify our efforts to engage key stakeholders in the people, private and public sectors to create a more 
conducive environment for families, and serve as an effective consultative arm with the public and other 
key stakeholders to provide constructive feedback to the Government on family policy, family education 
programmes, research and services. Going forward, our focus will be sharpened in the key areas of 
strengthening core family values, meeting parenting needs of young families, building strong foundations 
for teenagers, strengthening the institution of marriage, and making family a leadership value.  New faces 
will also be invited to join the NFC to inject fresh ideas and perspectives in our work.

Together, hand in hand, through a “many helping hands approach”, we believe we can be the champion for 
families in Singapore, in our collective quest to build a nation with strong and resilient families.
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